Post on March 21 – World Down Syndrome Day or the day before?

A fifth grader with Down Syndrome named Winnie Russeau shared her thoughts with the Milan City Council Tuesday during public comment session, her mother at her side. 

Winni Russeau has Down Syndrome and often uses an augmentative and alternative communication device or signs to communicate what she wants. At the council meeting her mother spoke and then asked after she wanted to come up. Winni noddled with an enthusiastic nod and a smile before coming to stand before the councilmembers. There …

Tuesday was part of neurodiversity week, leading up to World Down Syndrome day on Friday March 21, chosen because of its definitive extra chromosome 21.

Also at the meeting were Milan Middle School Principal Jen Bookout, Milan Middle School National Junior Honor Society Leader Jennifer Barker and National Junior Honor Society president Franklin Barker. 

Principal Bookout said


“Even though you don’t speak, does your voice matter?” her mother asked her. Winnie signed yes; 

“Why does your voice matter?” her mother said. 

“’Cause you know your worth; that’s what we’re doing this year; shouting this year; it’s a challenge for many kids with Down Syndrome to speak but they have diverse ideas and opinions; what do you want the city council to build in Milan;

MMS:
· every week about neurodiversity; everyone designing their own brains; wearing hats; adhd; talked about changes and also the strengths; many of our students with neurological;
· Down syndrome awareness; our NJHS – cornhole; favorite color; favorite food; favorite foods; some might use devices; some might 
· Spring break this week; and after that going to focus on autism; and all the special days; want to thank ms. Russeau; 

For World Down Syndrome Day, Winni Russeau, a fifth grader a Milan Middle School, 

